DAN BURTON, INDIANA,
CHAIRMAN

BENJAMIN A GILMAN. NEW YORK
CONSTANCE A MORELLA MARYLAND
CHRISTOPHER SHAYS. CONNECTICUT
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN. FLORIDA
JOHN M MCHUGH. NEW YORK
STEPHEN HORN. CALIFORNIA

IOHN L MICA, FLORIDA

HOMAS M DAVIS lIl. VIRGINIA

JAVID M. MCINTOSH. INDIANA
MARK E. SOUDER. INDIANA
JOE SCARBORQUGH. FLORIDA
STEVEN C LATOURETTE. OHIO

MARSHALL "MARK™ SANFORD. SOUTH CAROLINA

BOB BARA, GEORGIA

DAN MILLER. FLORIDA

ASA HUTCHINSON. ARKANSAS
LEE TERRY. NEBRASKA

JUDY BIGGERT. ILLINOIS
GREG WALDEN. OREGON
DOUG OSE. CALIFORNIA
PAUL RYAN. WISCONSIN

ONE HUNDRED SIXTH CONGRESS

Congress of the United States

Houge of Repregentatives
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM

2157 Raysurn House OFFICE BUILDING
WAsHINGTON, DC 205156143

MAJORITY  (202) 225-5074
MINORITY  {202) 2255051

HENRY A. WAXMAN, CALIFORNIA.
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

TOM LANTOS. CALIFORNIA

ROBERT E WISE, Jr . WEST VIRGINIA

MAJOR R OWENS. NEW YORK

EDOLPHUS TOWNS. NEW YORK

PAUL E KANJORSKI PENNSYLVANIA

PATSY T MINK, HAWAI

CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK

E£LEANOR HOLMES NORTON.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA

ELIAH E CUMMINGS. MARYLAND

DENNIS J KUCINICH, OHIO

ROD R BLAGOJEVICH, ILLINOIS

DANNY K. DAVIS. iLLINOIS

JOHN F TIERNEY. MASSACHUSETTS

JIM TURNER. TEXAS

THOMAS H. ALLEN, MAINE

HAROLD E FORD. JR.. TENNESSEE

JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY  ILLINOIS

HELEN CHENOWETH, IDAHO
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA

Y 1202) 225-6852

October 12, 1999
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BY FACSIMILE

The Honorable Jacob J. Lew
Director

Office of Management and Budget
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Director Lew:

This letter requests a written explanation why the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) has still not provided a response to my August 2, 1999 letter about OMB’s “Guidance for
Implementing the Congressional Review Act” (CRA). Instead, on August 12th, OMB’s Office
of Information and Regulatory Affairs Administrator John Spotila sent me a letter stating “We
will give further consideration to your views and respond to you after your return from the
August recess.” Upon receipt of this letter, the Subcommittee staff called to say that they were
available to meet Mr. Spotila at any time. Nonetheless, OMB was unwilling to schedule a
meeting.

As I stated in my April 1st, June 2nd and August 2nd letters, OMB’s March 31st
guidance is not responsive to Congressional expectations for expanded and complete OMB
guidance on the CRA, as required by law to be issued by March 31st. When will OMB be
issuing expanded and complete CRA guidance, especially about noncodified documents with
general applicability and future effect?

In the meantime, I have begun an investigation of agencies’ use of noncodified
documents (such as guidance, guidelines, manuals, and handbooks), including the specific
explanations within each of these documents regarding their legal effect. Ihave also asked
agency General Counsels to identify if each of these documents was submitted to Congress under
the CRA.



If you have any questions about this letter, please contact Professional Staff Member
Barbara Kahlow at 225-4407.

Sincerely,

Pl Meundorh

David M. McIntosh

Chairman

Subcommittee on National Economic Growth,
Natural Resources and Regulatory Affairs

cc: The Honorable Dan Burton
The Honorable Henry A. Waxman
The Honorable Dennis Kucinich
The Honorable Jim Kolbe
The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer



